Implementation Project:  Trends in Science Education in Spokane

Context:  An Introduction to Education class at Spokane Falls Community College, Spring 2009

Goals and Objectives:  Students will compare WASL scores in science and relate that data to other demographic data.

Data:  OSPI School report card http://www.k12.wa.us/   

            National educational statistics  http://nces.ed.gov/timss/table07_4.asp 

            Census information http://www.census.gov/ 

 Inquiry:  In the past I would have demonstrated various websites with educational data to support a discussion about high stakes testing, called the WASL in Washington state.  But through this project, they will use the data and expand on it as they consider trends in test scores, both in their local schools, local districts, the state and internationally, in relation to science.  Some of the kinds of questions they may choose to research would be:

· How do different schools within the same district compare on test scores?

· What demographic information relates either directly or indirectly to science test scores (free and reduced price lunches, area of the city, 

· How do US students compare with other countries in 4th and 8th grade science scores?

· Are there patterns in which countries score higher or lower than the US?

Prior knowledge:  Using some type of “attitude” survey, students will look at their own comfort with science as future teachers.  Probe their early experiences in school related to science.

Introducing the topic:  Talk about the WASL.  Start by showing students the data available on OSPI, School Report.  Have them develop questions about the data they’re seeing.

Sequence of activities: Introduce the Science Conference format.  Get them into interest groups.  Give them the materials, the criteria for the posters.

Assessment:  Using assessment rubric, have students circulate and evaluate each other’s posters.

