Our Sun is the nearest star. Its light gives us energy—energy to heat up Earth’s
surface and energy for plants to grow.

Let your child know that the Sun’s light is a type of energy, which the special
(photosensitive) paper in this activity can use to change color. Plants can use the
sunlight as energy to grow, and everything uses the sunlight as energy to warm

up.

In this activity, you and your child will explore the Sun’s light as energy using
photosensitive paper.
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Will the special paper under the poster board shape get any sunlight? (No)

So will the part of the paper in the dark receive the same energy from the Sun?
(No)

What do you think will happen to the paper under the shapes?
(The covered areas will not change)

What do they see?

(A clear impression on the side exposed to the Sun’s light and heat, where the
shape blocked the Sun. The rest of the paper darkened to a color where the Sun’s
light reached it. There will be little or no impression on the side covered by the
black poster board; that side did not receive light, but it was heated.)

Where did the paper get the energy it needed to change colors?
(The sunlight)
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