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Abstract:  Newly confirmed Australasian
tektites have been found in Guangxi Province,
China. This is some 500 km NW of Guangdong
and represents an important extension of this
strewn field.

Since about 1960, it has been accepted that
the Australasian tektite strewn field covered at
least 10% of the Earth’s surface from Hainan
Island to south Australia. About 1993, through
the microtektite work of Glass and Wu it was
realized that this strewn field went to Africa and
south of Tasmania (1). This would have pushed
the percentage of the Earth’s surface to more
than 20%. Their work did not include Tibet or
much of China. About 10 years ago, tektites
reported to be from Tibet began to appear on the
commercial market but without proper docu-
mentation proving that they were, in fact, from
the northern plateau of Tibet (2) (3). The re-
ported areas are in the form of a rough triangle
bordered by three lakes, Zilling, Bam, and Chib-
chang. It should be noted that different sources
have different spellings for these locations. The
petrology and ages of the specimens tested
showed that they were associated with the Aus-
tralasian strewn field. While researching the
Tibet tektites, I found references to tektites
found near the Ganzu Province. They are sup-
posed to be in the Provincial Museum of Qin-
gyang. These are found at longitude 106° E. and
latitude 36° N. This is more than 1100 km far-
ther north than other reported tektite finds.
These are likely authentic but absolute confir-
mation has not been made.

For many years, tektites have been available
from the coastal areas of Guangdong, China.
These are called Lei-gong-mo which translates,
“Thunder God Ink Black Stone.” These tektites
are well documented. There are also apparently
reliable reports of microtektites being found in a

loess section in Shaanxi Province about 1600
km north of the South China Sea. We now have
reliable documented specimens from several
new locations 80-500 km northwest of Guang-
dong, China. These new locations are in
Guangxi Province. The specific areas are at Bo-
bai, Guingang, Jingxi and Baise Counties (4).
These are near longitude 106° 38’ E. and lati-
tude 24° 53’ N.

These recently discovered tektites are green-
ish brown to black in color. They tend to be
found in a particular stratigraphic unit above
bauxite deposits. The various shapes include
spheres, ellipsoids, dishes, dumbbells and tear-
drops. They are found in sizes of up to 40 mm,
slightly smaller than the Guangdong specimens.
Most of the specimens found are well preserved
with a fresh tar like luster, with little abrasion or
erosion. Bubbles of 0.1 - 4.0 mm are present and
they have the normal surface features associated
with Australasian tektites.

If these new discovery locations are well
documented as it appears they will be, then we
must assume that the total area of the Earth’s
surface covered by this strewn field may be in
excess of 30%. The Australasian event must
have been much larger than previously sup-
posed. This leads us back to a very basic ques-
tion and that is, “Where is the 100 km crater?”
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