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Abstract:  It would be highly advantageous to mobil-

ize a whole new generation of potential citizen re-

searchers.  It would also be foolish NOT to utilize the 

vast human capital that already exists in the broader 

“Mars/Space Community.” The Mars “Community” is 

highly insulated.  It is insulated from the public and 

insulted from itself. Scientists, engineers, policy ex-

perts, and advocates tend to reside within their own 

silos that often do not  interact with each other.  The 

biggest separation is often between innumerable Mars 

and space advocacy organizations, who are always 

looking for productive and important projects to work 

on, and the Mars science community.  Members of the 

Mars science organizations often appear not to have 

time or respect for the advocacy community, or, don’t 

see how advocacy can help them. This is unfortunate 

because the collaboration between science and advoca-

cy has the potential for tremendous gain not only in 

scientific research but on policy and funding.  Many of 

these people do not have advanced degrees in the vari-

ous scientific disciplines, but they possess a huge 

amount of knowledge, passion, and commitment.  A 

knowledgeable “Citizen Researcher” can also have 

more of a policy impact than a scientist working within 

the field.  The “Citizen Researcher” shows that Mars 

science is important and accessible to ordinary consti-

tuents, not just people receive a paycheck for their 

scientific work. We will examine the divergent back-

ground of this so-called “Mars Community” and will 

propose infrastructures and projects that could help 

create partnerships, synergy, and a more coherent di-

rection.  While it would be possible to create a highly 

bureaucratic system to try to coordinate the various 

arms of this community, it would probably be far more 

useful to create a loose umbrella organization that can 

help coordinate research and projects.  This  group 

would help to coordinate programs that could stimulate 

the synergy between the various arms of the 

Mars/space community and the general public.  These 

programs could include a series of Mars prizes to mo-

tivate innovation; the creation of an online Mars Uni-

versity to serve as a center of Mars education; assist in 

coordinating volunteers for potential field research and 

online studies (Google Mars, NASA, ESA, etc.); and 

serve as a clearing house for other opportunities that 

might interest the various organizations, institutions 

and other Mars entities. There is no question that such 

a system would be a great asset to organizations in-

volved in Mars science.  This structure also has the 

potential of putting the Mars community in a much 

stronger position to impact policy, funding, public in-

terest and understanding. 
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