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Introduction:  In this presentation we discuss part 

of the results of the visible spectroscopy of TNOs 
obtained with the instrument FORS1 at the UT2 of the 
ESO-VLT telescope in the framework of a new large 
program. We present spectra for 21 objects, 7 of them 
without previously reported spectra. 

Methods: We computed the spectral slope for each 
object and searched for the possible existence of weak 
absorption features, as well as possible rotational 
inhomogeneities. 

Results: Most of the observations are in a good 
agreement with previous ones, with some exceptions 
such as 60558 Echeclus, whose spectral slope is 
considerably smaller than in previous measurements 
[1], or 47932 (2000 GN171) which does not show 
evidence of a proposed feature at 0.7 μm [1], [2]. A 
few objects show evidence of weak features in the 
visible. The most prominent case is that of 2003 AZ84, 
that shows a broad band (width ~0.3 μm) at about 0.65 
μm, previously detected [3]. 
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