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Introduction:  The activity of Draconid meteor 

shower is usually very low (up to 10 meteors per hour 
at maximum). Nevertheless this meteor shower some-
times exhibits strong enhancements. The strongest 
storms occurred in 1933 and 1946 [1]. More recently 
smaller outburst happened in 2005 [2], [3]. Another 
Draconid meteor shower outburst was predicted for the 
8 October 2011 [4]. 

Observations:  Two small planes were deployed 
above the northern Europe for observations of pre-
dicted outburst. Both DLR Falcon and SAFIRE Falcon 
were flying in formation to establish the double station 
experiment. Several narrow field-of-view and all-sky 
cameras were placed aboard both planes. During 4 
hours long flight the predicted peak of the activity was 
covered. 

Results:  Images and videos of several hundred 
Draconid meteors were recorded on this mission. For 
example the narrow field video camera provided by 
Ondrejov observatory recorded about 200 meteors, 
95% of them were Draconids. The activity profile 
shows that the maximum occurred at 20:15 ± 0:05 UT, 
which is in very good agreement with the model pre-
diction. We will present detailed analyses of the activ-
ity curve, mass distribution index and flux of the mete-
oroids. 
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