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Abstract: In 2006, 14 space agencies began a se-

ries of discussions on global interests in space explora-
tion. Together they took the unprecedented step of 
elaborating a vision for peaceful robotic and human 
space exploration, focussing on destinations within the 
Solar System where humans may one day live and 
work, and developed a common set of key space ex-
ploration themes. This vision was articulated in "The 
Global Exploration Strategy: The Framework for Co-
ordination" (the Framework Document), which was 
released on May 31, 2007. 

 
The process of creating, editing, and producing the 

Framework Document has nurtured a strong consensus 
and partnership among the fourteen founding space 
agencies. This spirit of openness, flexibility, and mu-
tual respect that marked the Framework Document 
development process yielded a truly cooperative effort 
and the starting point for broader discussions. 

 
A key element of the Framework Document was 

the need to establish a voluntary, non-binding interna-
tional coordination mechanism through which individ-
ual agencies may exchange information regarding in-
terests, objectives and plans in space exploration with 
the goal of strengthening both individual exploration 
programmes as well as the collective effort. The coor-
dination mechanism is now called the International 
Space Exploration Coordination Group (ISECG) 
whose members are working together since the adop-
tion of its Terms of Reference by the participating 
agencies in November 2007. 

 
The presentation will present the contents of the 

Framework Document, describe the activities per-
formed by ISECG and discuss its relationship with 
other existing groups like ILEWG. 
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