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POTENTIAL METEORITE RECOVERY LOCALES WITHIN 
RUSSIAN ANTARCTIC LOGISTICAL CAPABILITY. A. A. Mardon,* & J. S. 
Williams, Department of Space Studies, University of North Dakota, 
Grand Forks, N. D.; & T. F. P., 9328 - Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, Canada. 

Three transportation systems have direct bearing on the capability 
of the Russian Antarctic program are: 

1) Surface traverse. 
2) Helicopter Injection. 
3) Airplane Injection. 

of teams to areas to be searched on foot 1 snowmobile. The Russian 
Antarctic logistical program has the only operational program that can 
deploy teams with close to the same operational effectiveness, flexibility, 
and scope as the American program. The Soviet program has 
traditionally relied more heavily on surface re-supply of remote Antarctic 
stations than the USA Antarctic program. 

The former U.S.S.R. and today's Russia is the only Antarctic nation 
to not attempt meteorite recovery in the Antarctic. Why? - The author can 
not answer this question! 

Successful cooperation with American, Japanese, and Euro-met 
scientists would allow an international membership on Soviet sponsored 
teams which is the current American norm in the nature of the 
composition of their field teams. 

Annual recovery rates of meteorites could be accelerated along 
with allowing access to currently un-discovered meteorite placers in 
locales to which the Russians have ready access. 

The author proposes the following general locales for potential 
search by Russian teams-the station and method of travel: 

1) Helen Glacier-East Mirny.(traverse)50N miles. 
2) Heimefront Range-Druzhnaya-3(airplane)300N.miles. 
3) Mount Menzies-Prince Charles Mountains- west side of Lambert 

glacier-South Soyuz.(traverse)250N miles. 
The selection of these sites is primarily derived from the balancing 

of logistical capability and likely sites. It should be remembered that the 
Japanese Antarctic meteorite recovery program predates the American 
program and transfer of personel from the Japanese program on a 
continued basis gave the American program a headstart over what might 
have been if the program had had no such assistance. The US Program 
is in a position whereby it could jumpstart a Russian program. 

*This is the abstract of a paper that was scheduled to be presented in person 
at the Vernadski Institute, Moscow, USSR - March 1991. 

O Lunar and Planetary Institute Provided by the NASA Astrophysics Data System 


