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TEKTITE FROM HOUSTON COUNTY, GEORGIA Harold Povenmire Florida 
Institute of Technology 215 Osage Dr. Indian Harbour Beach FL 32937 and Robert Strange 
Sandersville, Georgia 3 1082. 

On June 3, 1995, a tektite was found in Houston Co., GA. This was s imcan t  as this 
find location extends the western boundary of the Georgia tektite strewn field by at least 10 km. 
This thumb nail sized specimen weighed 1.612 g and measured 19 X 15 X 5 mm. The find site 
was a gravel quarry located at longitude 83 degrees 33.'8 W. and latitude 32 degrees 29.'3 N. at 
an elevation of 120 m. This location is on the U.S.G.S. 7.'5 Hayneville, GA. 1973 quadrangle. 
This was the first tektite found in Houston Co. 

One of the unresolved questions is whether there were systematic diierences in 
composition of Georgiaites over the 150 krn length of the strewn field. The Houston Co. 
specimen represented the extreme western end of the strewn field. A well documented tektite 
found in Emanuel Co. was selected to represent the eastern part of the strewn field. These two 
specimens were submitted to B.P. Glass for electron microprobe analysis. The preliminary results 
were as follows: 

Si02 
A1203 
FeO 
MgO 
CaO 
Na20 
K20 
Ti02 

Houston Co. 
82.14 
10.95 
2.19 
0.72 
0.47 
0.63 
2.45 
0.45 

Emanuel Co. 
82.15 
10.62 
2.50 
0.72 
0.46 
0.64 
2.51 
0.40 

The most signdhmt finding is not that there was little difference in the extreme ends of 
the strewn field but that the two specimens were so nearly identical. These differences are not 
much more than the error of measurement and could be found in specimens found next to each 
other. I wish to thank B.P. Glass for his electron microprobe data. 
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