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Introduction: In turning his telescope to the heav-

ens and communicating his findings to the public, 
Galileo Galilei triggered a scientific and cultural revo-
lution that continues today through a wide variety of 
astronomical observatories, space probes, and commu-
nication techniques. The 2009 International Year of 
Astronomy (IYA) will celebrate astronomy’s contribu-
tions to society and culture, encouraging citizens of all 
ages and backgrounds to discover the universe for 
themselves. The NASA Science Mission Directorate 
education and public outreach (E/PO) community will 
contribute to this global celebration through a series of 
coordinated activities aligned to United States IYA 
themes. These plans involve education and public out-
reach professionals representing 20 institutions na-
tionwide, and represent strong partnerships between 
scientists, educators, and high-impact organizations 
and networks.   

Planned Activities:  SMD activities are being co-
ordinated through the NASA SMD Education Forums. 
The efforts will support the United States IYA themes, 
while focusing on unique NASA events and educa-
tional resources. For example, the  Night Sky Network 
of amateur astronomy clubs will host star parties.  
IYA-themed workshops and conference presentations 
will be provided by NASA-affiliated scientists, educa-
tors, and mission programs.  Special exhibit panels, 
educational resources, and speaker’s bureau will be 
available for 40 libraries nationwide.  Monthly themes 
will focus on NASA SMD discoveries, mission events, 
and related celestial events.  

Relevance to Solar System Topics:  Galileo’s first 
uses of the telescope for astronomical use were aimed 
primarily at objects within the solar system and gave 
rise to significant related discoveries.  NASA IYA 
activities will include featured information and related 
E/PO opportunities about the NASA missions that cur-
rently study solar system bodies.  The intent is to bring 
a meaningful connection between participants in the 
events and the neighborhood which is our solar system 
– through a connection to the human endeavor that is 
observation and exploration. These will be framed in 
the larger context of NASA’s current and past contri-
butions to astronomy. 

Websites: NASA IYA web site 
http://astronomy2009.nasa.gov.  United States IYA 
web site: http://www.astronomy2009.us. 
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