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The Canadian-Norwegian Student Sounding Rocket (CaNoRock) program represents a 
collaboration between the Canadian Universities of Alberta, Calgary and Saskatchewan 
and the University of Olso, the Andøya Rocket Range and the Norwegian Centre for 
Space-related Education (NAROM). CaNoRock is proposed as a ten-year program which 
targets the training of undergraduate and graduate students in experimental space science, 
as well as the flight of research sounding rockets to study magnetosphere-ionosphere-
atmosphere electrodynamics, including the generation of the aurora. The main parts of 
the proposed program comprise annual student sounding rockets from Andøya Rocket 
Range in Norway and a smaller number of scientific sounding rockets. The scientific 
rockets will provide research opportunities for active scientists from Canada, Norway and 
other countries but also opportunities for students from at least, and as a minimum 
Canada and Norway with a major focus on their training in campaign preparations, 
launch criteria decisions, payload integration, and data analysis. The proposed program 
will include university studies in physics, engineering and electronics as well as “hands 
on” instrument development, payload building and sounding rocket launches. The first 
four undergraduate students from Canada participated in the first CaNoRock student 
sounding rocket summer school in Andoya in November 2009; the same summer school 
also being used as a test of a new miniaturised magnetometer payload developed by a 
graduate from the University of Alberta. The proposed CaNoRock program is aimed to 
serve as a basis for a 10 year bilateral student sounding rocket program between Canada 
and Norway targeting the motivation of students to join space activities and acquire 
enhanced knowledge in physics, engineering and electronics for sounding rockets and 
stratospheric balloons. In the future the program may also include working with other 
scientific platforms such as Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) which is a part of the 
business at Andøya Rocket Range. 
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