The Great Mars Dust Storm of 2018

A planet-encircling dust event (PEDE), covered Mars
for five months in 2018, and resulted in the
operational loss of the Opportunity rover.

* Multiple instruments on two orbiters obtained
observations, atmospheric profiles of temperature,
dust and ice during the PEDE.
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Understanding the fundamental physics of mineral
dust emission and transport helps inform us of its
effects on Earth’s climate, and better understand
processes on Mars as we prepare to send human
explorers.
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