Life on Mars: Are we digging deep enough?

Amino acids can be created by life and by
non-biological chemistry and finding certain
amino acids on Mars would be considered a

potential sign of ancient martian life.

* To test the resilience of some amino acids on Mars surface,
research scientists mixed several types of amino acids in
simulated martian soil and sealed the samples in test tubes.
Some samples were kept at room temperature, while others
were chilled to -55 °C. The samples were blasted with
gamma radiation, simulating 800 million years of radiation
exposure in the martian surface rocks.
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