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Outer Planets Assessment Group - Feb 13th Update

Congratulations from OPAG to Alan Stern - the new Associate Administrator for the Science Mission Directorate at NASA HQ. It is 
great to have such a strong scientist at SMD - and an outer planet scientist, no less!

Congratulations from OPAG to Jim Green who is now the Director of the Planetary Science Division at NASA HQ. Jim attended our 
last OPAG meeting (as Acting Director) and has been supportive of OPAG.

1 - PSS meeting in Tempe, AZ, Feb 26
2 - Planetary Atmospheres Workshop, Boston, MA, Nov 6-7
3 - Discovery at 15, Huntsville, AL, Sep 19-20
4 - Icy Satellite Workshop, Boulder, CO, Aug 13-15
5 - NRC Committee to Assess Solar System Exploration
6 - Magnetospheres of the Outer Planets, San Antonio, TX, Jun 25-29
7 - Proposal Writing Workshop at LPSC

Fran Bagenal
Professor of Astrophysical and Planetary Sciences
Laboratory of Atmospheric and Space Physics
UCB 392 University of Colorado
Boulder CO 80309-0392
Tel. 303 492 2598   Fax. 303 492 6946
http://lasp.colorado.edu/~bagenal

************1**************1**************1**************1**************1**************1**************
All PSS meetings are open to the public.

Planetary Science Subcommittee Meeting
Fiesta Inn Resort, 2100 South Priest Dr.

Tempe, AZ 85282

26 February (8:00 AM – 6:00 PM)

8:00 - Welcome & Administrative Matters - Sean Solomon,Michael New
8:15 - Planetary Science Division Update - Jim Green
• Program overview
• Overview of Discovery selections
• Outcome of divisional R&A retreat
• Update on NEOO transition
• Update on integration of DSN into SOMD
• Effects of possible NSF shutdown of Arecibo
• Outcome of NEO Analysis of Alternatives
• Impact of new SSE Roadmap
• FY07 and FY08 budget outlook
• Overview of outer solar system concept studies.
• PSD responses to PSS & NAC recommendations
9:45  Break
10:00 - Mars Exploration Program Update - Dough McCuistion
• Program overview including discussion of budget situation
• Overview of Mars Scout selections



• Current planning for 2013 launch opportunity
• Analysis of loss of MGS: causes and effects
11:00 -  Discussion - Sean Solomon
12:00  Lunch
1:00  - Analysis Group Reports
• VExAG - Janet Luhmann
• LEAG - Clive Neal
• MEPAG - Ray Arvidson
• OPAG - Fran Bagenal
• CAPTEM - Chip Shearer
• FEAT - Art Snoke
3:30 - Presentation by NASA Administrator
4:30 - Discussion and Preparation of Recommendations - Sean Solomon
6:00 Adjourn

************2**************2**************2**************2**************2**************2**************
Planetary Atmospheres Workshop

Phil Crane is organizing a workshop on planetary atmospheres for the couple of days before the November OPAG meeting - both 
to be held near APL, Maryland. Stay tuned for further information in future OPAG updates. Or contact Phil:

Philippe Crane
PATM Discipline Scientist
Solar System Exploration Division
NASA Headquarters
Email: pcrane"at"hq.nasa.gov

************3**************3**************3**************3**************3**************3**************
FIRST ANNOUNCEMENT: “Discovery at 15: Looking Backward, Looking Forward”

 Late in 1991, Congress directed NASA to prepare  "a plan to stimulate and develop small planetary or other space 
science projects, emphasizing those which could be accomplished by the academic or research communities."  NASA's 
response in April 1992 was the Discovery Program.  

 This is the first announcement of "Discovery at 15: Looking Backward, Looking Forward".  The conference will be held 
on September 19-20 in Huntsville, AL -- the home of the Discovery Program Office.   All former Principal Investigators, 
Project Managers, and Education/Public Outreach Leads will be invited to participate in the conference.  The 
conference will also be open to the scientific community and a session of contributed posters on mission concepts and 
new technologies is planned.  

Future announcements will include the URL of the conference website.
Please circulate this email to all interested parties.

 See you in September!

 Dr. Michael New
 Discovery Program Scientist
 Planetary Science Division        

 NASA Headquarters 

 Email: michael.h.new"at"nasa.gov

************4**************4**************4**************4**************4**************4**************
 Icy Satellite Workshop, Boulder, CO, Aug 13-15



Late-breaking news - Jim Green has called for a conferences on Icy Satellite science that will be held at the Boulderado 
Hotel, Boulder, CO.  Further information will be sent out when available.

Dr. Curt Niebur
Discipline Scientist
Outer Planets Research Program
NASA Headquarters
Washington, DC

************5**************5**************5**************5**************5**************5**************
NRC Committee to Assess Solar System Exploration

The National Research Council has been asked to conduct a congressionally-mandated assessment of NASA’s response 
to the NRC’s decadal surveys.  The NRC is assembling names for the Committee to Assess Solar System Exploration, 
which must complete its report and submit it to NASA by December 15, 2007.  The committee will be co-chaired by Wes 
Huntress and Norine Noonan. The committee will hold its first meeting on February 22-24, 2007 in Washington, DC, and 
its second meeting on 26-28 March, also in Washington, with a third meeting time and place to be scheduled later.

The committee’s statement of task is to assess the following:
1) The degree to which NASA’s current solar system exploration program addresses the strategies, goals, and priorities 
outlined in Academy reports;
2) NASA progress toward realizing these strategies, goals and priorities; and
3) Identify any actions that could be taken to optimize the science value of the program in the context of current and 
forecasted resources available to it.

************6**************6**************6**************6**************6**************6**************
Magnetospheres of the Outer Planets 2007:  San Antonio 25-29 June 2007

The Magnetospheres of the Outer Planets (MOP) meeting is organized to share recent scientific results and foster in depth 
discussions on this intriguing topic.  The next meeting will be held 25-29 June 2007 in San Antonio, TX at the Menger Hotel.  This 
historic hotel is next to the Alamo in the center of downtown and is near the famous River Walk.  We encourage papers regarding 
magnetospheric dynamics, auroral processes, magnetosphere-ionosphere-atmosphere coupling, and solar wind interactions. 
Papers on related topics such as internal planetary fields and gas giant, satellite, and ring atmospheres are also encouraged 
(among others).  Questions spurred by recent Cassini results regarding the nature of Saturn's internal field, the source(s) of 
nitrogen in Saturn's magnetosphere, and the role of Enceladus' water geyser in the Saturnian system are sure to be prominent 
topics of discussion, as will new observations of the Jovian system in late February 2007 by the New Horizons spacecraft and 
related earth-based campaigns.  Dr. Kurt Retherford is the MOP 2007 organizer (kretherford@swri.edu, 210-522-3809), and the 
Southwest Research Institute (SwRI) is the host institute (contact lead administrator Leah Roberson at lroberson@swri.edu).  For 
more information see http://mop.space.swri.edu. 
 Abstracts Due:  13 April 2007
 Registration Due:  4 May 2007
 Hotel Reservation Discount Until:  30 May 2007

Subscribe to the MOP email list here:
https://mail.ion.le.ac.uk/mailman/listinfo/mop

************7**************7**************7**************7**************7**************7**************

NASA TO OFFER PROPOSAL WRITING WORKSHOP AT LPSC
Program scientists from NASA Headquarters will host a proposal writing
workshop at the Lunar and Planetary Science Conference in League City,
TX.  The workshop will be help on Sunday, March 11, at the South Shore
Harbour Resort & Conference Center.



The workshop is open to all interested planetary scientists from senior
graduate students on up and is free of charge. The morning session will
focus on understanding NASA's research programs and will include
information on how to write a research proposal, where to apply for
funding, and what kind of feedback one can expect. Other opportunities
for funding, such as participating scientist programs and
education/public outreach add-on awards, will also be discussed. The
afternoon session will be a Mock Peer Review for participants who are
ready to apply for grants and want to understand what happens to their
proposal after submission.

To register, send an e-mail with your name, affiliation, and current
position to curt.niebur@nasa.gov.

************************************************************************************************
Next OPAG meetings

The next meeting will be held in Boston on May 1-2.
The second meeting will be held near APL, Maryland Nov 8-9.

************************************************************************************************


