
 
 Daphnis Making Waves in HD 

Cassini‘s best close-up of the ring moon 
Daphnis was taken on January 16, 2017. 
Its average size is 5 miles (8 kilometers) 
across and is embedded in the 26 mile 
(42 kilometer) wide Keeler Gap in the A 
ring. 
 
A  narrow ridge around its equator and a 
fairly smooth mantle of material on its 
surface is likely an accumulation of fine 
ring particles.  A few craters are obvious 
at this resolution.  An additional runs 
parallel to the equatorial band. 
 
The little moon's gravity raises waves in 
the edges of the gap in both the 
horizontal and vertical directions.  A 
faint, narrow tendril of ring material 
follows just behind Daphnis (to its left). 
This may have resulted from a moment 
when Daphnis drew a packet of material 
out of the ring, and now that packet is 
spreading itself out.  
 
Image scale is 551 feet (168 meters) per 
pixel.  http://go.nasa.gov/2itNqJQ 

http://go.nasa.gov/2jN2Ver 
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