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MSL Agenda 

•  Mission overview     10 Min.  
 McCuistion 

•  The MSL Science Story    15 Min.  Meyer 

•  Technical Status     30 Min.  Cook 

•  Replan Status     20 Min.  Cook 

•  Budget Status and Approval Path   10 Min.  McCuistion 

•  Options to Accommodate MSL   30 Min.  
 Green 

 Launch Slip 
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SURFACE MISSION 

•   Prime mission is one Mars year 
•   Latitude-independent and long-lived 

power source 
•   20-km range 
•   80 kg of science payload 
•   Acquire and analyze samples of rock 

or soil 
•   Large rover, high clearance; greater 

mobility than MPF, MER 

ENTRY, DESCENT,  LANDING


•   Guided entry and controlled, 
powered “sky crane” descent 

•   20×25-km landing ellipse 

•   Discovery responsive for landing 
sites ±30º latitude, <0 km 
elevation 

•   900-kg landed mass


CRUISE/APPROACH

• 10-11 month cruise 

• Spinning cruise stage 
• Arrive N. hemisphere summer 

LAUNCH 

• Atlas V (541) 

Mission Overview 
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The data/information contained herein has been reviewed and approved for release by JPL Export 
Administration on the basis that this document contains no export-controlled information. 
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Original MSL ‘09 LRD Schedule  
Decision to Delay to 2011 


