
•  GOAL: To generate a primary source document for the 
future of small bodies robotic and human exploration by 
NASA. 

•  A living document laying out where we are, where we want 
to go and what is needed to get there in the exploration of 
small bodies.  

•  Updated with the availability of new studies, such as the 
decadal survey, and new discoveries.  

•  Transparently generated and maintained by the small 
bodies community. Open participation. 

Roadmap for Small Bodies Exploration 



Roadmap for Small Bodies Exploration 

•  Science Issues (Lead: Joe Nuth, NASA GSFC) 
•  Population Identification and Characterization (Lead: 

Yan Fernandez, UCF) 
•  In-situ Study (Lead: Dan Britt, UCF) 
•  Sample Return (Lead: Mike Zolensky, NASA JSC) 
•  Laboratory Studies (Leads: Reggie Hudson, NASA 

GSFC, and Julie Castillo-Rogez, JPL) 
•  Theoretical Studies (Lead: David Nesvorny, SWRI) 
•  Human Exploration (Lead: Paul Abell, NASA JSC) 
•  Technology Capabilities and Needs (Lead: John 

Dankanich, NASA GRC) 
•  Data Archiving and Access (Lead: Mark Sykes, PSI) 



SBAG4: Roadmap Activities 

•  Review and discuss section drafts. What needs to be 
added/pared? 

•  Assign subsection assignments for modifications. 



NASA Planetary Strategic Goal (2010) 

Ascertain the content, origin, and history of 
the solar system, and the potential for life 
elsewhere. 



Science Area Objectives (Planetary) 
1.  Inventory solar system objects and identify the processes 

active in and among them 
2.  Understand how the Sun’s family of planets, satellites, and 

minor bodies originated and evolved 
3.  Understand the processes that determine the history and 

future of habitability of environments on Mars and other solar 
system bodies 

4.  Understand the origin and evolution of Earth life and the 
biosphere to determine if there is or ever has been life 
elsewhere in the universe 

5.  Identify and characterize small bodies and the properties of 
planetary environments that pose a threat to terrestrial life or 
exploration or provide potentially exploitable resources 


