
Impact of the President’s Budget Proposal 
for FY13 and Out-Years on the Small 

Bodies Community and Science  



Positive:  

Apparent stable R&A funding looks good, however  

(1)  It is recognized that “R&A” program elements are buried 
in a number of budget lines and that some of these lines 
decline or disappear, and 

(2) Recent and ongoing low selection rates in major programs 
have created a sense of instability regarding actual 
support for these programs by NASA. 

If Congress restores some level of funds, it is a high priority 
to implement the Decadal recommendations for ensuring 
stability and very modest growth of these programs. 



Negative: 

1. Decreased Support for Continuing Missions 

Support for continuing missions is reduced across all 
accounts in the President’s budget and will impact small 
bodies missions. Each mission represents a major 
investment by the American taxpayer and continued data 
acquisition and analysis is the return that is earned on that 
investment. Budget limits have been emplaced without regard 
to whether that continued acquisition will produce high value 
science. 

It is a high priority to ensure sufficient support for continuing 
missions per the Decadal recommendation. 



Negative: 

2. Low Cadence of Discovery Program 

Asteroids and comets are frequent targets of this program, 
given the diversity of addressable important science and 
accessibility of numerous and diverse targets. It is a primary 
source of mission experience and training for small bodies 
(and other) scientists.  

It is a high priority to get Discovery on a 24 month cadence 
as recommended by the Decadal Survey. 



Negative: 

3. Concern about New Frontiers Program 

Two of the five candidate NF 4 missions are to small bodies: 
a comet nucleus sample return and Trojan tour and 
rendezvous. Under the current budget (per Jim Green), the 
NF 4 AO will not be released until 2016. It is uncertain 
whether there will be an NF 5. 

After R&A, support for continuing missions, and getting the 
Discovery cadence to 24 months, the NF cadence should be 
improved towards the Decadal Survey goal of two missions in 
2013-2023.  



Negative: 

4. No Flagship Missions 

Flagships represent our most ambitious goals in solar system 
exploration. Two of the three flagships prioritized in the 
Decadal Survey are to Europa at Jupiter and Uranus, and 
would offer an opportunity to further study (if serendipitously) 
the small satellites of those systems.  

It is hoped that budget will be restored sufficient to fund a 
Flagship mission after the other priorities are addressed, 
thereby restoring a balanced program. 



Principles 

The Planetary Decadal Survey recognizes that diminished 
resources require prioritization of activities, identifying 
flagships as the first line to be descoped or delayed, and 
preserving the budgets of R&A and technology development. 
In the event funds are restored to whatever level, they should 
reflect the same prioritization: 

(1) R&A and technology development 
(2) Small missions (continuing missions and Discovery) 
(3) New Frontiers 
(4) Flagships 


