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Our nation's technological leadership in the world, driven in part by an investment in
space exploration during the Apollo era, is the foundation for America's high quality of
life. We have squandered that leadership over the past two decades and now watch other
countries mount significant space mission activities. As | write this, three other countries
have spacecraft in orbit around the Moon, while we struggle to launch our own. We need
to invest in NASA's Constellation Program and precursor robotic exploration of the
Moon to re-invigorate the technological engine of the nation. If we do not do so, we will
loose the economic advantages that provide for our quality of life.
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