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Meeting	Summary,	VEXAG	Meeting	#17,	November	6-8.	2019	
Laboratory	for	Atmospheric	and	Space	Physics	(LASP),	University	of	Colorado	

	
This	Summary	is	based	on	Noam	Izenberg’s	meeting	recap	posted	on	the	VEXAG	Venus	
Listserve	Newsletter	and	his	presentation	to	NASA’s	Planetary	Advisory	Committee	(PAC)	
on	December	6,	2019.	
	
VEXAG#17	was	a	tremendous	success.	Over	100	scientists	attended	from	around	the	world	
attended	in	person	with	over	30	online	attendees	over	the	course	of	2.5	days.	This	VEXAG	
annual	meeting	tried	several	format	changes,	which	all	worked	well.	
	
There	were	updates	from	NASA	Headquarters	the	Planetary	Data	System	as	well	as	mission	
updates	for	JAXA’s	Akatsuki,	ESA	Bepicolombo	Venus	Flyby,	and	ISRO’s	Venus	Orbiter	
Missions.	Tutorial	talks	on	the	state	of	science	and	technology	for	Venus	exploration	on	Day	
1	were	widely	praised	and	their	content.	These		will	be	made	available	on	the	VEXAG	
website.	The	subjects	and	presenters	for	these	Tutorials	were: 

• Noble	Gases	on	Venus–	Melissa	Trainer		
• High	Temperature	Capabilities	–	Gary	Hunter		
• Atmospheric	Dynamics	from	the	Surface	to	Orbit	–	Kevin	McGouldrick	
• Venus	Radar–	Scott	Hensley	and	Bruce	Campbell	
• Venus	Geophysics–	Bob	Grimm	

Venus	science	presentations	were	via	posters,	with	an	accompanying	one-slide,	three	
minute	lightning	talks.	Some	45	posters	were	presented	over	the	two	days.	
	
On	Day	2	of	the	meeting,	about	60	of	the	attendees	participated	in	a	field	trip	to	Eldorado	
Canyon,	led	by	Bob	Grimm,	former	VEXAG	Chair.	This	field	trip	was	a	first	for	VEXAG,	and	
provided	a	great	break	from	the	meeting	room,	as	well	as	an	opportunity	for	discussion	and	
collaboration.	This	provided	a	reminder	that	Earth	and	Venus	have	processes	that	can	be	
understood	in	each	other’s	context.	
	
In	addition,	about	35	Venus-focused	Decadal	Survey	White	Papers	were	presented	and	
discussed	in	two	workshop	sessions.	With	the	next	Decadal	Survey	coming	up,	this	
provided	an	opportunity	for	White	Paper	authors	to	find	collaborators	and	co-signers	for	
their	White	Papers.	The	Venus	community	has	a	large	assortment	of	important	science,	
technology,	and	programmatic	papers.	The	more	co-signers	for	a	given	paper,	the	better.	
	
The	Planetary	Decadal	Survey	process	is	led	by	the	National	Academy	of	Sciences	Space	
Science	Board.	LPI	has	just	opened	a	website	to	facilitate	White	Paper	collaborations.	
Upcoming	events	are	an	Fall	AGU	Town	Hall	on	December	11	at	12:30	PM,	an	Early	Career	
Workshop	(likely	before	LPSC)	as	well	as	NASA	and	Venus	Town	Halls	and	other	activities	
at	LPSC.	The	Decadal	Survey	Chair	will	be	announced	at	LPSC.	There	will	be	a	single	call	for	
the	White	Papers,	due	in	June	2020,	with	submission	via	a	LPI	website.	A	final	draft	of	this	
next	Planetary	Decadal	Survey	will	be	issued	in	2022.	It	will	be	finalized	in	2023	for	the	
time	period	of	2023–2032.	
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Certificates	of	Appreciation	were	presented	to:	

Émile	Royer	and	Kevin	McGouldrick	–	“From	the	Venus	Exploration	Analysis	Group	
(VEXAG)	in	appreciation	of	their	steadfast	and	outstanding	leadership	support	of	
VEXAG	by	implementing	the	successful	annual	VEXAG	Meeting	in	November	2019”,			
		
Jim	Cutts	–“From	the	Venus	Exploration	Analysis	Group	(VEXAG),	in	appreciation	of	
his	steadfast	and	outstanding	leadership	of	the	Venus	Exploration	Roadmap	Group	
from	November	2016	through	November	2019	and	particularly	for	his	leadership	of	
the	update	to	VEXAG’s	Roadmap	for	Venus	Exploration	in	2019”.	

	
Also,	Bob	Grimm	was	praised	for	his	service	to	VEXAG	via	his	leadership	of	the	2017–2018	
Venus	Bridge	Study	and	for	serving	as	VEXAG	Chair	from	2015	through	2018.	
		
This	meeting	concluded	with	a	discussion	of	Findings	and	future	plans.	There	will	be	a	
Venus	Town	Hall	meeting	discussing	the	Venus	White	Papers	at	LPSC	in	March	2020.		
The	next	annual	VEXAG	meeting	will	likely	be	in	November	2020.	
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