
Grown-up Moon: What Do You See in Today’s Moon? Activity                                                                 Explore! Marvel Moon 
http://www.lpi.usra.edu/explore 

 

CHECK IT OUT WHAT TO DO WHAT TO ASK… 

 
Cultures throughout history have 
identified shapes in the Moon’s 
features and told stories about 

them. 
Read or listen to a story about 
what a different culture sees in 

the Moon. 
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CHECK IT OUT WHAT TO DO WHAT TO ASK… 

 
The features we see on the 
Moon’s surface today were 

formed over its 4.5-billion-
year history.  

 
 Look at the images of the Moon 

and the Moon map. 

What features do you see? 
  

What are the dark areas on 
the Moon? 

 
What are the light areas on 

the Moon? 
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CHECK IT OUT WHAT TO DO WHAT TO ASK… 

 
The young Moon was covered in 

an ocean of liquid rock — magma. 
 

When the magma ocean cooled 
and hardened, it formed light-
colored rock — anorthosite. 

 
Rocks like this anorthosite from 
Earth were found on the Moon 
and brought back to study in 

laboratories. 
 

 

Find the lunar highlands. The 
light-colored surface there 

formed from a magma ocean on 
the young Moon. 
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CHECK IT OUT WHAT TO DO WHAT TO ASK… 

 
Asteroids impacted the 

surface, leaving craters and 
basins. 

  
Rocks made from lots of smaller 
rock fragments – breccias - like 
this breccia from Earth - were 
found on the Moon and brought 

back to study in laboratories. On 
the Moon, breccias form when 
the heat and pressure of an 

impact breaks the rock. Some of 
the rock is melted and fuses the 
pieces together into one bigger 
rock. Impacts throw out – eject 
- the rocks far from the crater. 

Find craters and basins on the 
Moon. These impacts formed 

similar kinds of rocks and 
sprayed them across the Moon.  

Do you see the long, light-
colored lines – rays - coming 

from Tycho crater?  
 

The impact sprayed material far 
across the Moon’s surface. 
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CHECK IT OUT WHAT TO DO WHAT TO ASK… 

 
Lava filled in the large, deep 

impact basins. 
 

The lava cooled and 
crystallized, forming a rock 

called basalt. 
 

Rocks like this dark-grey basalt 
from Earth were found on the 

Moon and brought back to study 
in laboratories. 

 
The Hawaiian Islands have made 
of basalt — and so are the dark-
grey areas, or maria (mahr-ee-

uh), on the Moon! 

Find the lunar maria.   

5 



Grown-up Moon: What Do You See in Today’s Moon? Activity                                                                 Explore! Marvel Moon 
http://www.lpi.usra.edu/explore 

 

CHECK IT OUT WHAT TO DO WHAT TO ASK… 

 
 

You’ve seen what the features 
of the Moon might look like up-

close by looking at similar Earth 
rocks and modeling their 

formation at other stations. 
 

You know a story of what those 
features mean to a culture. 

 
Now, it’s your turn! There are art 

supplies and tracing paper for 
you to make your own story! 

Using art supplies, trace out the 
Moon’s features on your Grown-

up Moon: What do you see in 
today’s Moon? comic panel to 
show what shapes you see. 

What is the story of your 
shape on the Moon? 
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