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. Mercury Cools
Lunar Volcanism Yy

Mercury is covered in curving,
cliff-like scarps and wrinkle ridges.

~ These landforms were created i
when the planet’s crust contracted,

or shrank, buckling the surface. This

Portions of the Moon’s interior remained
hot enough to produce magma for more
than a billion years after it formed. Molten
rock flowed onto the lunar surface through

SrieSliils et sprezlding izl g {7~ shrinking reduced Mercury’s radius bya..«_-i
the low regions in the Impact bas_lns. The W < much as 7 kilometers and occurred &
lava cooled quickly, forming the ﬁne-gramed, 2 several hundred million years after B
dark rock_s = pbasalts — sampled during the the planet formed.
Apollo missions. The dark areas seen on

the Moon are basaltic lava plains.

Closer Moon

N The Moon currently orbits the Earth at a distance of
~384,400 kilometers. It is estimated that 3.9 billion years ago,
the Moon orbited the Earth at a distance of ~ 133,800
kilometers. This would have caused the Moon to appear
about 3 times larger in the sky.
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--_--_{ﬁseas Photosynthesmng organlsms ultlma’tely
changed Earth’s atmosphere by consuming Its
carbon dioxide and releasing oxygen.
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