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by which certain minerals affect biomarker stereochemistries are not well constrained, but the PermianTriassic Boundary (PTB) section at Meishan in South
China provides an opportunity to test the complex relationship between lithology and the stereochemistry of
bound molecules.
The 17β(H),21α(H)-moretane/17α(H),21 β
(H) hopane ratio is conventionally used as a thermal
maturity indicator, but like other geochemical parameters, organic source input and depositional environment can modulate the measured moretane/hopane
ratios of lipid extracts [2]. We present the moretane/hopane record of C30-34 homohopanes and C31-33

