
K. E. LITTLE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL AND THE YOUNG ASTRONAUT ROBOTICS PROGRAM:
David Bonett, Dickinson Independent School District, Dickinson, TX.

K.E. Little Elementary School is the largest elemen-

tary school in the Dickinson Independent School

District.  Located in Bacliff, Texas, K.E. Little serves

a diverse student population of 1000 students grades

PreK-5th.  K.E. Little is a Chapter 1 school with 88%

of its student population socio-economically disad-

vantaged.  A 31% transitory student population, cou-

pled with a large At-Risk student population, creates

unique challenges in this rural school setting near

Johnson Space Center.

The Young Astronauts Program at Kenneth E. Little

Elementary School is an on-going after school pro-

gram in it’s third year of operation.  Fourth and Fifth

grade students who are interested in becoming a

Young Astronaut must submit a formal application

which includes a written essay on the reasons why

they want to be a Young Astronaut.  Thirty students

from the fourth and fifth grades were accepted into

the program for the 2003/2004 school year.  The

Young Astronauts meet every Thursday for ninety

minutes.

The Young Astronauts Program is free of charge and

transportation is provided by the parents. Funding for

the Young Astronauts is primarily through a grant by

the United Space Alliance with an additional contri-

bution from a Dickinson Independent School District

mini-grant. Volunteers from both the United Space

Alliance and Lunar Planetary Institute provide the

program with local expertise in the field of planetary

science.

Thirty boys and girls were involved in the Mars ro-

botics program.  Students were organized into co-

operative groups with six students to each group.

Each team was assigned a Lego robotics kit to in-

ventory, organize, and familiarize themselves with.

Each team made decisions by consensus, concerning

the robots design and capabilities.   Each group chose

a particular Martian landing site and designed their

robot according to the Martian terrain that would be

explored. Models of Martian landing sites were con-

structed to test the robots ability to perform simple

tasks on the Martian “surface”.  Students used the

Dell Computer Lab on campus to program their ro-

bots.  The robots

will be used as a hands-on interactive activity for

one-hundred sixty- five fifth grade students during K.

E. Little Elementary School’s fourth annual Space

Day, May 3, 2004.
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