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Introduction: The NASA-ADS Abstract Service 
provides a sophisticated search capability for the 
literature in Astronomy, Planetary Sciences, 
Physics/Geophysics, and Space Instrumentation. The 
ADS is funded by NASA and access to the ADS 
services is free to anybody world-wide without 
restrictions. It allows the user to search the literature 
by author, title, and abstract text.  

Database content: The ADS database contains 
over 4.1 million references, with over 1 million in the 
Astronomy/Planetary Sciences database, and 1.9 
million in the Physics/Geophysics database. 2/3 of the 
records have full abstracts, the rest are table of 
contents entries (titles and author lists only). The 
coverage for the Astronomy literature is better than 
95% from 1975. Before that we cover all major 
journals and many smaller ones. Most of the journal 
literature is covered back to volume 1. We now get 
abstracts on a regular basis from most journals.  

The ADS also covers the ArXiv Preprints. We 
download these preprints every night and index all the 
preprints. They can be searched either together with 
the other abstracts or separately. There are currently 
about 300,000 preprints in that database.  

Private Library: In the last year we implemented 
a “Private Library” feature. The Private Library allows 
our users to maintain a collection of articles that are of 
interest to them.  

Recently Read: Another new feature is the 
“Recently Read” link. It returns articles that were 
recently read by the users.  

myADS: The “myADS” feature allows each user 
to set up a couple of queries that get executed 
whenever the ADS databases are updated. This allows 
our users to easily keep track of the latest literature.  

RSS Feed: Another new feature is the capability to 
set up an RSS feed. This allows users to use any RSS 
reader to stay updated on their topic of interest.  

Scanned Articles: The second major part of the 
ADS is the Article Service. We have scanned over 3 
million pages in almost 400,000 articles from 43 
journals, 15 conference proceedings series and 67 
individual conference proceedings. Most of the 
societies have given the ADS permission to scan their 
publications. This includes for instance Meteoritics and 
Planetary Sciences, the Minor Planet Bulletins, most of 
the LPI Special Publications, all the LPSC conference 
abstracts, several books published by the LPI, the 

Antarctic Meteorite Research proceedings series, and 
the DPS Meeting abstracts published in the Bulletins 
of the AAS. Other scanned publications include the 
Astrophysical Journal, Astronomical Journal, 
Astronomy and Astrophysics, Monthly Notices of the 
Royal Astronomical Society and the Publications of 
the Astronomical Society of the Pacific, the Zeitschrift 
für Astrophysik (with permission from Springer 
Verlag), Solar Physics (with permission from Kluwer 
Academic Publishers), the Minor Planet Bulletin, 
Astronomische Nachrichten (with permission from 
Wiley), and the Journal of the Royal Astronomical 
Society of Canada, all back to volume 1.  

A complete description of the ADS is given by 
Accomazzi et al.(2000) [1], Eichhorn et al.(2000) [2], 
Grant et al.(2000) [3], and Kurtz et al.(2000) [4].  

Mirror Sites: In order to provide better access to 
the ADS from different countries we have 11 mirror 
sites of the ADS, located in France, Japan, Chile, 
Germany, the United Kingdom, China, India, Russia, 
Argentina, and South Korea. Of these mirror sites six 
(France, Japan, China, India, Russia, and South Korea) 
host a complete mirror with all scanned articles, two 
(the UK and Argentina) have a partial article mirror, 
the others mirror the abstract service. We would 
welcome suggestions for other mirror sites.  

Access Statistics: The ADS is used extensively by 
users world-wide. The ADS Abstract Service is used 
by over 10,000 users per month who make more than 
10 queries per month. The total number of visitors per 
month is about 130,000 (82,000 from outside the 
USA). These users make 2.5 million queries and 
retrieve 40 million references and abstracts. In 
November 2004 there were users from 141 countries 
who queried the ADS.  

The ADS Article Service is used by about 55,000 
users per month (over 34,000 from outside the USA). 
They retrieve over 2.2 million pages of scanned 
articles. In November 2004 there were users from 85 
countries who retrieved scanned articles from the 
ADS.  
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