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Introduction: The following is a compilation of 

the cometary references found in English Medieval 
Manuscripts from the 5th Century to the 14th Century 
AD.  
      Historical References to English Comets:  
497 AD  Flores, Historarum. 
541 AD  Flores, Historarum. 
677 AD  Flores, Historarum; 
  Geoffroy Germar, Distoric des Engles. 
677 AD Ethelwerd Chronicle. 
678 AD Anglo-Saxon Chronicle: Winchester & Peter-
borough Manuscripts. 
684 AD Nurnbing Sketch . 
729 AD The Venerable Bede, Old English & Latin;  
  Anglo-Saxon Chronicle: Peterborough Manuscript,  
  Flores,  
  Matthew of Paris, Chronica Majoro;  
  Henry of Huntington, Ethelwerd Chronicle. 
793 AD Anglo-Saxon Chronicle: Canterbury & Peter-
borourgh Manuscripts. 
795 AD Anglo-Saxon Chronicle: Peterborourgh & 
Worchester Manuscripts;  
  Cronicon Angliae; 
  Henry of Hutingdon; 
  Chronica Johannes Oxenedes. 
868 AD  Flores, Historarum. 
891 AD  Flores, Historarum. 
892 AD Anglo-Saxon Chronicle: Winchester Manu-
script;  
  Ethelwerd Chronicle. 
901 AD Bartholomew of Cotton. 
905 AD Anglo-Saxon Chronicle:-Amington & Wor-
chester Manuscripts;  
  Henry of Huntington. 
906 AD Flores, Historia; 
  Chronicon Angliae. 
976 AD  Flores, Historarum. 
977 AD Le Livere de Reis de Englel . 
995 AD Anglo-Saxon Chronicle: Canterbury & Peters-
bourgh Manuscripts. 
1066 AD Anglo-Saxon Chronicle: Winchester & Pe-
tersburgh Manuscripts;  
  Matthew of Paris, Le Livere de Reis de Engletere;  
  Geoffrey Gaimar, Destorie iles Engles. 
1096 AD Anglo-Saxon Chronicle: Peterborough 
Manuscript. 
1097 AD Henry of Huntington, Le Livere de Reis de 
Engletere;  

  Cronica Rogeri de Hoveden; 
  Anglo-Saxon Chronicle: Petersborough, Manuscript. 
1104 AD  Flores, Historarum; 
  Matthew of Paris, History of England. 
1105 AD Anglo-Saxon Chronicle: Peterborough, 
Manuscript. 
1106 AD  Flores, Historarum; 
  Henry of Huntingdon;  
  Anglo-Saxon Chronicle: Peterborough Manuscript;  
  Cronica Rogeri de Hoveden. 
1109 AD Historia Novorum in Auglia;  
  Cronica Rogeri de Hoveden. 
1110 AD  Flores, Historarum; 
  Anglo-Saxon Chronicle: Peterborough Manuscript;  
  Cronica Angle Matthew of Paris; 
  Henry of Huntington. 
1114 AD Anglo-Saxon Chronicle: Peterborough 
Manuscript;  
  Henry of Huntington;  
  Flores, Historarum. 
1135 AD Le Livere de Reis de Engletere. 
1145 AD Sketch Eadwines Psalter. 
1146 AD Flores, Historarum. 
1165 AD Cronica Rogeri de Hoveden. 
1188 AD Annuals Combrae. 
1198 AD Yeoman’s Only English Comet. 
1223 AD  Flores, Historarum; 
  Matthew of Paris, History of Engl . 
1240 AD  Flores, Historarum; 
  Matthew of Paris. History of Engl . 
1264 AD Willelmus Abbs,  Nonus. 
1274 AD  Flores, Historarum. 
1304 AD Painting by Giotto. 
1315 AD Flores Historiarum. 
1337 AD Chronium a Monacho Sant, Albani;  
  Thomas Walsingham Historia Anglicana;  
  Cronicon Anglice. 
1368 AD Thomas Walsingham Historiarum Anglicana;  
  Cronicon Angliae;  
  John Capgreve, Chronicon a Monarch Saints Albaril. 
1382 AD Chronicles   Memorials of Great Britain;  
  Thomas Walsingham, Historia Anglicana;  
  Cronicon Angliae. 
1401 AD Annuals Henri Quarti, John Capgrave. 
1402 AD Thomas Walsingham, Historia Anglicana. 
     Conclusion:  Due to the nature of written historical 
references spelling was variable. The references to 
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comets in England over the Medieval period shows an 
interest in cometary astronomy in England.  
     Chronicles: 
  Anglo Saxon Chronicle, Ed. with trans.by R. Thorpe. 
2 vols. London, 1861. 
  Editions of the Anglo Saxon Chronicle: The Parker 
Chronicle. Ed. by AH Smith. New York: Appleton-
Century-Croft, 1966. 
  The Parker Chronicles Laws, Corpus Christi College, 
Cambridge, Ms. A facsimile. Ed. by R. Flower & H. 
Smith. Oxford Early English Text Study – Oxford 
Univ. Press, 1941. 
  Peterborough Chronicle– Bodelian Manuscript Laud 
Misc. 636. Ed. by D. Whitelock Copenhagen: Rosen 
Kilde, 1954. 
  Two of the ‘Saxon Chronicles’. Ed. by John Earle. 
Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1865. 
  Two of the Saxon Chronicles, Ed. by Charles 
Plummer. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1889. 
  The Parker Chronicle, Ed. by AH Smith New York: 
Appleton-Century-Croft, 1966. 
  Annales Cambriae (AD 444-1288), Ed. by J. Wil-
liams ab Ithel, M.A. London, 1860. 
  Bacon, Roger Fr. Roger Bacon Opera quaedam hac-
tenus inedita. 1. Opus tertium 2. Opus minus 3. Com-
pendium Pilosophiae. Ed. by JS Brewer London, 1859. 
  Bartholomaeus de Cotton Historia Anglicana (AD 
449-1298) Ed. by H. R. Luard London, 1859. 
  Capgrave, John Chronicle of England.  Ed. by F.C. 
Hinseston London, 1858. 
  Chronicon Angliae Ed. by EM Thompson, 1874. 
  Eadmer Eadmeri Historia Novorum in Anglia. Ed. 
from manuscripts in the Library of Corpus Christi Col-
lege, Cambridge, by M. Rule. London, 1884. 
  Gaimar, Geoffrey Lestorie des Engles soluma 
translacion Maistre Geffrei Gaimar. Ed. by TD 
Hardy& CT Martin. 2 vols. London, 1888-1889. 
  Henry of Huntingdon Henrici Huntendunensis His-
toria Anglorum. The History of the English, by Henry, 
Archdeacon of Huntingdon from BC 55 to Ad 1154. 8 
vols. Ed. by T. Arnold London, 1879. 
  Hisden, Ranulf Poly chronicon Ranulphi Higden, 
monach Cestrenis. Together with the English trans. Of 
John of Trevisa   of an unknown writer in 15th cen-
tury. Ed. by C Babington (Vols. 1-2)   JR Lumby 
(Vols. 3-9) 9 vols. London, 1885-1886. 
  Hoveden, Roger of Chronica Magirtri Rogeri de 
Hovedene Ed. by W. Stubbs 4 vols. London, 1868-
1871. 
  Johannes de Oyenedes Chronica Johannes de 
Oyenedes (to 1293) Ed. by H. Ellis London, 1859. 
  Knighton, Henry Chronicon Henrici Knighton Ed. by 
JR Lumby 2 vols. London, 1889-1895. 
  Mannyng, Robert The Story of Engl  by Robert Man-
ning of Brunne. Ed. from MSS. At Lambeth Palace   

the Inner Temple by FJ Furnivall. 2 vols. London, 
1887. 
  Matthew of Westminster Flores Historiarum per 
Matthaeum west monesteri ensem collecti, Ed. by HR 
Luard. 3 vols. London, 1890. 
  Paris, Matthew Matthaei Parisienise monalhi Sancti 
Albani. Historia Anglorum, sive, ut vulgo dicitur, His-
toria Minor Item ejusdem Abbreviato chronicorum 
Angliae. Ed. by F. Madden. 3 vols. London, 1866-
1869 
  Peter of Ickham Livere devers de Brittainee le livere 
de reis de Engleterre. [From Brutus to 1274, with two 
continuations to 1326  a trans.] Ed. by J. Glover, 1865. 
  Trokelowe, John de Johannes de Troklowe, et Hen-
rici de Blaneford Chronica et Annales 1259-1296, 
1307-1324, 1392-1406 London, 1865. 
  Walsingham, Thomas Ypodisma Neustriae London, 
1876. 
  Walter of Coventry Mem.oriale fratris Walteri de 
Coventriai: The Historical Colletions of Walter of 
Coventry. Ed. by W. Stubbs 2 vols. 1872-1873. 
  Wauren, Jehan de A collection of the chronicles   
ancient histories of Great Britain, now called Engl . 
Ed. & trans. By W. Hardy Hardy. 3 vols. London, 
1864-1891. 
  William of Malmesbury Willelmi malmesbiriensis 
monachi de gestis pontificum anglorum libri quinque. 
Ed. by NESA. Hamilton, London, 1870. 
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