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Bediasites are North American tektites found in the
Upper Eocene, Manning-Wellborn stratums in 10
counties in east central Texas. Their normal color is a
very dark green due to the oxides of iron (Fe304).
Bediasites are noted for their homogeneous color and
composition. The 40/39 Argon age of the bediasites is
approximately 35.4 my.

There is very little variation in the color of tektites
from a strewn field but rare cases have been reported
from the Georgia strewn field of light brown and col-
orless specimens, Unfortunately, no electron micro-
probe analysis has been reported for these specimens.
The Muldoon area of the Texas strewn field has had
reported specimens with a much lighter shade of
green. There are also light and dark specimens and
reports of bicolor tektites from the Moldavite strewn
field in central Europe.

In late 2011, veteran Bediasite hunter and re-
searcher, Brian Burrer announced the recovery of an
11.8 gm. bediasite from the arca 8km SE of College
Station, Brazos County, Texas. Interestingly, this is
within 2 kilometers of where the “Star of Sabine”, the
largest known bediasite with a weight of 200.84
+(307)gms was found.

This bediasite has an ovaloid shape with dimen-
sions of 29x19x15 mm. There is a deeply etched
schlieren sharp dividing line between the two colors,
with a 20% section being a very light green, similar to
the Muldoon bediasites found in Fayette County,
Texas or similar to the Georgia tektites. The remain-
der is more like the typical bediasites. This specimen
was submitted to M. Zolensky of the Lunar Receiving
Lab JSC-LPI in Houston for electron microprobe
analysis. A thin longitudinal slice was taken off. This
specimen appears to be more similar to a Muong
Nong-type than a splash form bediasite. There were a
series of layers in the darker portion of this bediasite.
The lighter end portion secems to be somewhat closer
in composition to the Gerorgia tektites. This spcimen
has higher than expected quantities of Al and K. The
average wt. % of SiO2, Al203 and FeO are summa-
ried here. All oxides of Fe are expressed as FeO.

Average Weight Percent 85102 Al203 FeO
1. Average Bediasite 65.12 1622 6.82
2. Average Georgiaite 0.4 11.4 2.74

3. Muong Nong Bediasite-type (dark)  69.58  18.7 5.63
4. Muong Nong Bediasite -type(light) 749 133 4.02
5. Muong Nong Georgiaite 805 11.7 2.17

This is a unique specimen as no other similar be-
diasite has been reported in many thousands of bedia-
site finds.
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