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Introduction: In January 2005 a ureilite [1] was found in the 
course of archaeological field work [2] in the Umm Az-Zamul 
area, southern Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates. Following this 
discovery a meteorite search was carried out in this region over 
14 days in February/March 2009. The meteorite search was a 
cooperation between the Mineralogical Museum, University of 
Hamburg, The Natural History Museum, London and the 
Environmental Agency Abu Dhabi (EAD).  

Results: During this meteorite search at the edge of the Rub’ 
al Khali desert 26 chondrites with a combined mass of 2.78 kg 
were found irregularly distributed on interdunal planes which are 
located in between stationary megadunes. The masses of the 
meteorites range from 7 g to 540 g with the majority of the 
masses below 100 g. The interdunal surfaces consist of either 
bright coloured carbonatic rocks of Tertiary age, younger gypsum 
deposits or are covered by thin layers of carbonate-quartz sands, 
and stretch across up to 25 km

2
. The meteorites found during this 

survey are comparatively small compared to those of other desert 
regions, such as Oman or Libya [3]. Furthermore, large open 
areas of the potential find planes did not show any meteorites. 
The search area, today a fenced and guarded nature and wildlife 
preserve, was a ground of heavy oil exploration in the past. 
Hence, a plausible reason for few and small meteorites is, that 
geologists from oil companies or other oil company workers took 
the oddly looking and black ‘not in the area fitting’ meteorites as 
a souvenir. This assumption is sustained by the many meteorites 
we found close or in between small mobile barchan dunes which 
occasionally cross the interdunal corridors. Here, meteorites 
might have been hidden at the time of extensive oil exploration 
and were just uncovered very recently.  

All meteorites are magnetic and first macroscopic 
observations revealed that all are significantly weathered. 
Detailed classifications are currently under way and the results 
will be presented at the conference. The determination of 
terrestrial ages is in process. Further meteorite searches in the 
Emirates under support of the Abu Dhabi administration are in 
preparation.  
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