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Introduction: Kwajalein Island is the southernmost island in 

the Kwajalein atoll, one of the Micronesian nation of atolls and 
islands in the middle of the Pacific Ocean. The remote location 
means that ~300 children living on the island generally miss out 
on some learning opportunities in science taken for granted at 
most mainland schools; e.g. take your children to work days, 
talks and presentations by scientific visitors, and opportunities to 
get involved in current research. Such experiences can be the in-
spiration behind successful scientific and medical careers and 
without them potential scientists may not be aware of all career 
paths available to them. Working with Kwajalein Junior/Senior 
High School science teacher, Paula Fluhrer, we have initiated an 
outreach project that aims to provide the students at Kwajalein 
High School with in-class and extracurricular opportunities for 
hands-on participation in astronomy and planetary science.  

The Outreach Project: For this outreach project we have 
identified two key tasks. First, we are introducing students to the 
field of planetary science and astronomy through a series of pres-
entations and after school activities. The presentations are written 
to compliment their curriculum-based classes in Chemistry, 
Physics and Earth Sciences and are to be given by visiting scien-
tists from LLNL and JSC in November 2011. The private dona-
tion of a Celestron Ultima 2000 telescope has allowed us to initi-
ate an after school astronomy club to inspire potential astrono-
mers and planetary scientists of tomorrow. Second, we are giving 
students the opportunity to gain some hands-on research experi-
ence through participation in the research collaboration between 
LLNL, JSC and Univ. of Washington that was recently awarded 
NASA funding to evaluate the collection of micrometeorites on 
Kwajalein [1]. Kwajalein is an ideal location to test micrometeor-
ite collection because it is >1000 miles from the nearest conti-
nent, and the primary sources of non-extraterrestrial dust are sea 
salt and coral, both of which are easily distinguished from mi-
crometeorites. Also, Kwajalein micrometeorites will not have 
been subjected to ice, snow, well water or silicone oil and sol-
vents like other collections. Students will participate by running 
the air sampler to collect dust and by performing some searches 
by optical microscope (to be donated) to identify micrometeorite 
candidates. Follow-up analyses will be carried out at LLNL, and 
data collected on particles identified by students and its relevance 
will be presented to the students to keep them involved and ex-
cited about their role in the unfolding science. 

References: [1] Wozniakiewicz P. J. et al., this volume, Ab-
stract #5206. 
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