
PSD Response to OPAG 

findings



NASA Response to OPAG Findings (1)

• OPAG encourages careful vetting of the Europa Lander mission and 

how and when to implement this in a way that satisfies the Decadal 

Survey.

– NASA is closely managing the ongoing Europa lander study, and 

the Decadal mid-term review has been briefed on the study as 

well.

• OPAG is very pleased with the progress of Europa Clipper.

– NASA is also pleased with the progress and the project’s 

response to direction given at KDP B.

• We strongly urge NASA to catch up on New Frontiers opportunities in 

order to maintain the Decadal Survey top-level recommendation for at 

least two opportunities per decade. In particular, NF-5 AO should be 

released before the next Decadal Survey.

– NASA plans to release the NF5 AO as close to the 5-year 

cadence as the budget allows.
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NASA Response to OPAG Findings (2)

• OPAG encourages NASA to continue efforts towards initiating an ice 

giant flagship mission as soon as possible… We encourage 

completion of the eMMRTG and HEEET technology development 

programs, and the continued exploration of international 

collaborations.

– The Ice Giant mission study was recently completed.  

– eMMRTG remains under development.  

– HEEET remains under development and is offered as a 

technology infusion option under NF4.

• OPAG is relieved that the Juno mission will be able to satisfy its 

minimum science requirements with its revised mission plan. We look 

forward to the Senior Review process to evaluate its proposed 

extended mission. We also welcome the addition of the Participating 

Scientist Program (PSP) to the Juno mission.

– The Juno PSP will be released soon (draft under review)

3



NASA Response to OPAG Findings (3)

• OPAG is pleased with the statement in the New Frontiers AO 

supporting diverse and inclusive proposal teams and review panels… 

We also request clarification from NASA as to why double blind 

proposal reviews are not currently the norm for mission and R&A 

proposals…. OPAG also urges NASA PSD to analyze the NSPIRES 

demographic information to determine if funding rates vary for 

different demographic groups and share the results with the 

community.

– PSD plans to conduct a demographic analysis

• OPAG requests more specific clarification across R&A  programs to 

avoid impacting proposals for work that is not supported by missions. 

We also encourage the planetary science community to communicate 

with SARA regarding any concerns and issues that have arisen as a 

result of this policy.

– This will be clarified for the Juno PSP. 

– As always, when in doubt consult the relevant program officer
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NASA Response to OPAG Findings (4)

• OPAG requests that NASA be guided by recommendations in the 

Participating Scientist white paper. In particular, the top 

recommendation of including PS programs on all spacecraft missions, 

should be followed.

– The white paper was considered when the Juno PSP NRA was 

drafted and will be considered when NF4 SEOs are determined.

• OPAG encourages NASA to consider writing the Statement of Tasks for 

the next Planetary Science Decadal Survey in a transparent manner 

with opportunities for the community to provide input before finalizing 

these critical documents…

– Decadal Surveys are required by Congress for which the 

Statement of Task to the NAS must comply with the law.

– PSD has always discussed future Statements of Task with the 

relevant NAS advisory committee (i.e., CAPS) before it is issued
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NASA Response to OPAG Findings (5)

• We expect that there may be an increase in the number of CDAP 

proposals once the Cassini mission ends. We request that NASA 

PSD follow the submission rate and augment the budget if the 

proposal rate increases after Cassini.

– PSD will take this under consideration

• OPAG encourages NASA to further invest in technologies for Ocean 

Worlds and other Outer Planet missions. In particular, further 

technology investment is needed for the potential Europa Lander, 

including new life detection instrumentation

– See Carolyn Mercer’s talk

• We ask that PSS/PAC leadership enquire with government legal 

advisory council to see if there is a conflict for AG chairs to transition 

to the PAC.

– Once the PAC has been established and is operational new 

members will be added per the rules of the charter of the 

committee
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