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Planetary Science Missions Events 
2014 

July ï Mars 2020 Rover instrument selection announcement 

August 6 ï 2nd Year Anniversary of Curiosity Landing on Mars 

September 21 ï MAVEN inserted in Mars orbit  

October 19 ï Comet Siding Spring encountered Mars 

September ï Curiosity arrives at Mt. Sharp 

November 12 ï ESAôs Rosetta mission lands on Comet ChuryumovïGerasimenko 

December 2/3 ï Launch of Hayabusa-2 to asteroid 1999 JU3 

2015 

March 6 ï Dawn inserted into orbit around dwarf planet Ceres 

April  30 ï MESSENGER spacecraft impacted Mercury  

May 26 ï Europa instrument Step 1 selection 

July 14 ï New Horizons flies through the Pluto system 

September ï Discovery 2014 Step 1 selection 

December 7 ï Akatsuki inserted into orbit around Venus 

2016 

January ï Launch of ESAôs ExoMars Trace Gas Orbiter 

March 4 ï Launch of InSight 

July 4 ï Juno inserted in Jupiter orbit 

September ï Discovery 2014 Step 2 selection 

September ï InSight Mars landing 

September ï Launch of Asteroid mission OSIRIS ï REx to asteroid Bennu 

September ï Cassini begins to orbit between Saturnôs rings & planet 

 

* Completed 



BILLION 
miles  traveled 8.73 

I M A G E S 
returned  to  Earth 

291,008 

91,730 M
P

H
 

average  speed 
(relative  to  the  Sun) 

6 FLYBYS 
of  the  
inner  planets 

41.25 M I L L I O N  
 S  H  O  T  S 
by  the  Mercury 
Laser  Altimeter 

8 MERCURY  
SOLAR DAYS 
and 

       EARTH  
       DAYS 
in orbit 

1,504 

O R B I T S 
 of  Mercury 
 completed 

4,100 

TRIPS 
around  
the  Sun 32.5 

10 TERABYTES 
of  science  data 
released  to  public 

lowest altitude 
above Mercury 

0 MILES 



MESSENGER 
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EOM for MESSENGER 
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Impact ~03:26 EDT 
Near: 54.4o lat; 210.1o long Last MESSENGER Image 


